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It was recently decided not to appigOch 

the Netherlands Government with regard to the 


ity 
gaps in their defences CF. (14882) ‘oh the ground i 
that OO . 

/ 


The subject with which Sir N.Bland deals 

i oe ae a 

eport //is the wider issue of 
the exchange of 4nformation between the General 
Staffs of the two countries, through the medium 
of their Military Attachés. The views here 
expressed however, bear closely upon the 
previous issue and the two issues should 
perhaps be reviewed, together. 

In so far as they bear specifically on 
these two issues Sir N.Bland's views are 
briefly:- 

(1) The undesirable secretiveness of the 
Dutch in their relations with the British 
service attachés is due not to a fear of 
appearing to give j@ppreferential treatment, but 
to other causes and chiefly to a dislike of 
interference. 

(2) The Dutch already expect us to come 
to their aid in the event of calamity, and the 
mere fact of a larger measure of exchange of 
information is not likely to involve us in any 
new commitment. Even if it did the situation 
is so serious as to make the risk worth while. 

Sir N. Bland's suggestion is purely 
tentative but in view of the anxiety expressed 
in his letter the whole situation should perhaps 


[be reviewed. 


It 1s sald that the Chiefs of Staff would 
resist a general policy of intimate defence 
collaboration with Holland. That would 
certainly seem to be tme in normal times. Z* 
¢o—But=is not Sir N. Bland right in 
suggesting that the emergency of the present 
demands exceptional measures) ‘The Chiefs of 
Staff might well be alarmed at the prospect of 
being in any way committed by honour or 
treaty to collaboration with the Dutch in 
matters of defence. But is it not perhaps 
the alarming truth that they are committed in 
fact to such collaboration, fh Europe at least. 
If Germany were to occupy Holland, at the same 


time promising to respect Belgian neutrality, 
our Air Arm..°: would be at a very serious 
disadvantage, because the German fighters and 
anti-aircraft artillery would make it very 
difficult for British machines to reach the 
vital bombing targets in Germany, while at the 
same time raids could be made upon London, of 
which we should be given literally no warning 
at all, Such is the value to us of being able 
to fly over the bow Gountries that the Air 
Staff would almost welcome a German violation 
of Netherlands neutrality in the air, in order 
that they might follow sultf“tr germany yy eee 
controlled the Netherlands, sueh nights, rowld 
ve more difficult, and we would not 
be able to fly over Belgiuma/ hi frmany di! netole 

" ‘Sir N.Bland is hovever of the opinion 
that the theory of "obligations" being 
engendered by exchange of information, is a very 
weak one. The Dutch already expect us to 
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integral neutrality furnishes a standing excuse 
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come to their dédlis that there is no question 
of raising a new hope of support that may not 
be forthcoming. Indeed staff conversations 
with preliminary insistence upon the fact that 
we were not bound to defend the Netherlands 
and still less their colonies, might have a 
salutary effect in that they might bring the 
Dutch to realise more than-ever that their 
safety depended in the first instance solely | 
upon their own efforts . | 

With regard to the other aspect of the | 
problem, namely whether such conversations would | 
be taken as an excuse by Germany for violating | 
Betherlands neutrality, it is interesting to 
note that in the opinion of Sir N.Bland the | 
Dutch secretiveness is not founded upon such 
fears, It is surely clear that with or without 
provocation the Germans will invade the 
Netherlands if they think it in their interest 
to do so. The recently advanced theory of 


for them to do so. The only thing that will 
prevent the Germans doing so is if they do not 
find it worth their while. If the conversations 
were kept secret this danger would in any case 


not arise. If not, the moral censure brought | 
down upon Germany by the rest of the world in 

the event of an invasion of Holland, would 
scarcely be lessened, as it is unlikely that ' 
the United States for example would think us 
guklty of wishing to attack Germany through 

the Netherlands, and the only point which arises 
id whether the Germans might be led to invade 
the Netherlands out of a fear that we might 
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attack them from there. But the innate fear 
of interference of the Dutch, and an acute 
consciousness of the danger of their position 
will surely prevent them from entering blindly 
upon any course which could give rise to any 
such misconceptions on the part of Germany. 
Our moral prestige may be undiminished in 
Holland as a result of Munich, but that does 
not alter the fact that Dutch estimates of 
our power to resist Germany have fallen consid 


ably,and it is even possible they, would / 
a ae 


any offer of the kind on our party But if 
they did, we would at least have emphasised 
our interest in Netherlands independence. 

In view of these various points it seems 
probable that, representations on the lines 
suggested by Sir N.Bland, could do no herp and 
at least a certain amount of good. For it is 
surely absurd that in times like the present 
the figures of the ultimate first line strength 
of the Netherlands Air Force should be kept 


secret even from us. (CF. The Annual Report). 
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